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Q&A
Home Security?
What are some suggestions to make our home as safe as
possible against being burglarized without spending a large
amount of money?
Most burglars seek easy targets, homes they can get into
quickly and quietly. They will try to enter a window or door
only for a minute or two before moving on to an easier home.
These 10 basic security mistakes are easy for a burglar to
spot, but also easy for you to correct. By fixing them, you can
beef up your home’s security without spending a lot of time
and money.



UNLOCKED DOORS & WINDOWS

This may sound too obvious to mention, but in almost 50%
of burglaries, thieves get in without picking, prying or
breaking anything. And most burglaries occur between 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m. So even if you’re just making a quick afternoon
trip to the corner hardware store, lock up your house when
you leave. Many insurance companies will not cover your
losses unless there’s evidence of forced entry.



INSECURE STRIKE PLATES

Every exterior door should have a good-quality name-brand
deadbolt ($20 to $30). But a deadbolt is only as tough as its
strike plate. And too often, strike plates are secured with short
screws that will pull out with a couple of swift kicks to the
door. Strike plate screws should be 3 inches long, so they go
through the jamb and deep into the framing behind it.
Some security experts favor double-cylinder deadbolts (the
kind that requires keys from the outside and the inside). That
way, a thief who comes in through a window can’t just unlock
the door to carry out all your worldly goods. But those
concerned with fire safety say double-cylinder deadbolts
should only be used where a crook could easily break a
window and reach the lock. If you choose a double-cylinder
model, keep the key hidden near the door and make sure
everyone in the house knows where it is so they can escape in
case of fire.



RELYING ON DOOR CHAINS

Door chains-meant to allow you to open the door a few
inches to see who’s on the outside-can be yanked out with one
good shove. So install a peephole instead. Drilling a hole is

all that is required. Warning: if you hear a knock, but can’t
see anyone through the peephole, do not open the door. Some
crooks knock and then duck, waiting for you to open up.



UNCHANGED GARAGE DOOR OPENER CODES

Many newer door openers come with an individualized
frequency code. But older openers (and some new ones) have
a standard factory set code that’s supposed to be changed by
the homeowner after installation. But since so many people
don’t bother, crooks can drive around with a few common
brands of transmitters, clicking them until they find a garage
door that responds. In some areas burglars have been using
electronic “code grabbers” to record opener codes. Major
manufacturers have developed systems that resist this, but you
have to install a new receiver and buy new transmitters (about
$80 for a receiver and two transmitters).
Be sure to remove your transmitter from your car when you
drop it off for servicing or repair. A crook could open it, copy
down the codes and replace it without your knowledge.



COMPLETE DARKNESS

Burglars of the nocturnal variety consider darkness a tool of
the trade. So they hate motion-activated lighting. If you
already have exterior light fixtures, replacing them with
motion detecting lights is a simple matter of turning off the
power at the main panel and connecting three wires. Tip:
Security lights are best kept out of reach, where crooks can’t
tamper with them.



WIMPY WINDOWS

Casement windows (the kind that crank open) are generally
hard to break into, unless, of course, a crook is willing to
make a lot of noise by breaking the glass. Double hung
windows offer less security. Their latches are usually
inadequate-but they can be beefed up easily. You can cut a
dowel to fit in the track. Another solution is to screw or pin
the sashes together.



VULNERABLE SLIDING GLASS DOORS

Burglars love sliding glass doors because many have flimsy
locks or can be lifted off their tracks. To prevent lift-out,
install a couple of screws into the top trap (over the area
where the door is closed) leaving the heads protruding so the
door can not be removed unless the screws are removed first.
You can supplement your existing lock by simply laying a
cut-to-fit dowel or broom handle in the lower track.



HIDDEN DOORS AND WINDOWS

Burglars don’t want an audience, so they like doors or
windows that can’t be seen from the street or from

neighboring houses. Keep this in mind as you plan a fence or
landscaping project. Trim existing trees or bushes that could
provide cover for a crook.



FLIMSY DOORS

Hollow-core doors are only slightly tougher than cardboard.
So exterior doors should be steel, fiberglass or solid wood.
Storm doors may seem appropriate for enclosed patios or
three season porches, but most barely slow a burglar down.
And once inside-hidden from view-a crook can work on the
more formidable door leading into your house. Note: Even if
you don’t keep valuables in your garage, the entry door
should be beefy and dead-bolted. An attached garage can
provide cover for a thief to enter your home. Even detached
garages usually contain ladders, hand tools and other items
useful to a burglar.



BURGLAR BAIT

Some things attract thieves: ladders or other break-in tools
left outside. Open curtains, which allow crooks to see that the
house is unoccupied and what’s inside. Your name on your
home’s exterior, which allows a burglar to look up your
phone number and call to make sure no one’s home. Also,
don’t advertise your big purchases (TV’s, stereos, power
tools) by setting the empty boxes out beside your other trash.
These empty cartons should go inside bags or garbage cans.


If you have a question, change of address, comment, home tip or would
like to send Home Tips to your clients, send your letter to Home Tips,
Christian Building Inspectors, Inc., 1003 Star Court, Norcross, Georgia
30093. You can E-Mail your questions to us at rod.harrison
@worldnet.att.net. We reserve the right to edit questions for length.

STANDARD INSPECTION PRICE LIST
Homes/Condos Under $150,000: $225.00
Between $150,000 - $250,000: $250.00
Between $250,000 - $350,000: $275.00
Between $350,000 - $450,000: $300.00
Over $450,000 Call For Quote
(Single Family Homes In Metro Atlanta Area. Prices May Vary Due To Age Or LocationPlease Call For Quote)

Quo te Of The Mo nth
“Those who bring sunshine to the
lives of others cannot keep it from
themselves.”
- James Barrie

SOURCE: The Family Handyman


You Spoke, We Listened....
We always appreciate constructive criticism and when you
spoke, we listened. We are amending our inspection reports to
cover the following three points on the deficiencies:
1. List the deficiency.
2. Explain what is adequate or acceptable.
3. What is needed to correct the deficiency.
If you have any other suggestions on how we can improve
our services, please let us know. Thank you.



Janice Lloyd
Entrust Home Financing
Atlanta, Georgia

Thank You
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