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Seller’'s Responsibilities

If the homeis vacant,we alwaystell our clients to makesure
the utilities areon. | cannottell you how manytimeswe arrive,
andtheyarenot.
1. Make surethe gasis turned on. Thereis no way to test a
gas appliancewithout gas. You can go to the gas meter and
verify thereis nolock onthe gasvalve.

Y

2. The sameis true for the electricity. The power mustbe on
to test the circuits and electrical appliances.Sometimesthe
power is on but hasbeenturned off and locked at the service

disconnectRemoveany padock beforetheinspection
E

3. The third utility that is neededis water. Go to the water
meter and verify there is no lock on the water valve.
Sometimesthe home has beenwinterized, and all the water

hasbeenremovedfrom thefixtures andpiping. Havethe home
dewinterizedbeforethe inspection.

4. Unlock all fencegates.Don’t makethe buyerandinspector
go thoughthe houseto get to the backyard.Verify the entire
outside of the houseis accesdile. Trim all shrubbery 24
inches away from the houseand equipment so the inspector

canwalk betweenthe shrubberyand the houseand can seeall
of the exteriorwalls andtrim.

5. Unlock all crawl spacedoorsand storagesheddoors. It is
difficult to inspect somethingthat is not accessible.A good
rule to rememberis: If it hasa lock on it, removeit for the
inspection.

6. Make surethereis clearaccesgo all attics. Also, if thereis
an accessin a clothes closet, remove the clothesto prevent

droppinginsulationon your favorite dressor suit. If the access
is in the garage removeanythingthat will block accesssuch
asanautomobile.

7. Checkto be surethe attic light bulb works. This is true for

all lights around the house.If you have burned out bulbs,

replacethembeforetheinspection



8. Verify the attic floor is accessible.Move Christmasand
storeditemsto a bedroom sothe inspectorcanseewhat needs
to be seenin the attic. The best place to temporarily store
itemsis in the middle of a bedroomfloor or on a bed sothe
inspectorcanstill checkaroundall of thewalls.

9. Make surethereis clear accessto the electrical panel. If

thereis amirror or picture coveringit, pleaseremoveit, sowe
don’t haveto worry aboutbreakingit.

10.Verify there is nothing blocking accessto the furnaces,
heatpumpsandwaterheaters.

11.Removeall toys and belongingsfrom the bathtubs.If you
have a jetted tub, fill it with water and run the jets. If black
scumcomesout of the jets, cleanit beforethe inspection.Fill

the tub with water. Then add a gallon of bleachand a cup of
dishwasher detergent and run the jets for 20 minutes.
Completelydrain the tub and then refill with water. Run the
jetsagainto cleanthe bleachfrom the pipesandthendrain.

12. Make sure keys or combinationsare left availableto any
locked spacesThe entire housemustbe accessible.

13. Haveall paperworkavailablefor servicingthe furnace,air
conditioner,septictank, etc.

14. Turn off all computers They may be on a circuit with an
arc fault circuit interrupter, and the breakerwill needto be
trippedto betested.

15. If you have pets, do not let them run free through the
house.Thereis alsothe problemwith accidentallyletting them
outside.l had one cat follow me up into the attic, and| could
not getit to comedown. Either cagethem, or betteryet, take
themawayfrom the house.

16. Sellers should leave the property during the inspection.
This givesthe buyerfull accesgo anythingtheywantto seein
the house.Sellers should also leave a phone number so that
they can be reachedif additional information is needed.Be
preparedto stay away from home for 3 to 5 hours (but be
aware that the inspection will take as long as it takesand
remembey you would not want anyonefollowing you around
if you werea buyer).We cancall youwhenwe arefinished.

Quote Of The Month

"The most important thing a
father can do for his children

Is to love their mother .”
Theodore Hesburgh
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Robin Lanese

Re/Max Center
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